
 

 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade/Course Grade Six / English Language Arts  

Unit of Study Unit Two: Reading Informational Text / Writing Informative/Explanatory 

Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS: 
 
Reading Informational Text  
RI.6.1  Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of       

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.6.2   Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
            particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 
            opinions or judgments. 
RI.6.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
             including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.  
RI.6.5   Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into 
            the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of ideas. 
 
Writing 
W.6.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
            concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and  
            analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts and information, using 
text structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 
cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics and 
multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples 
c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
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f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the 
information or explanation presented. 

 
W.6.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,   
           organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 
 
 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Informational Text 
RI.6.3  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated,  
           and elaborated in a text. 
RI.6.6  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
            conveyed in the text. 
RI.6.9  Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural 

context, and background knowledge) one author’s presentation of events with 
that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

 
Writing 
W.6.5  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
            writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new  
            approach. 
W.6.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as 
            to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of   
            keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
W.6.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
            and research. 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
           groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and  
           issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 
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explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or 
issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making 
   comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple  
    perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing 

SL.6.2  Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,  
            quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue  
            under study. 
SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of  
           formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
Language 
L.6.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
          usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, 
possessive). 
b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous  
antecedents). 
e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing and  
speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional  
language. 

L.6.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,  
          punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

b. Spell correctly. 
L.6.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading,  
          or listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and 
style/voice. 
b. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

L.6.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and  
          phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of  
          strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to 
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the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning or its part of speech. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.6.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain- 
          specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a  
          word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

“UNWRAPPED” Focus Standards 

 
Reading Informational Text: 
 

RI.6.1  Cite textual evidence and MAKE relevant connections to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 
RI.6.2  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through 
            particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal 
            opinions or judgments. 
 
 
Writing: 
W.6.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
            concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and  
            analysis of relevant content. 
 
W.6.2a Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts and information, using text 

structures (e.g. definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) 
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 
W.6.2b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
            other information and examples 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to 

do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RI.6.1 

 
Cite 

 
 

Support 
 

 
 
 
Make 

 
● textual evidence 

 
 

● analysis 
o what the text says 

explicitly 
o inferences from the text 

 
● relevant connections 

 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

 

Students Know: 

● Citing textual evidence means quoting or paraphrasing informational text to justify 
an argument or claim. 

● When they analyze a text they must provide textual evidence. 
● When they infer they use knowledge gained from multiple sources together with 

clues from the text.  
● Explicit information and ideas are directly stated in the text. 
● Implicit information and ideas are not directly stated in the text. 

Students Can: 

● Draw conclusions about what a text is saying, explicitly and implicitly. 
● Make inferences based on implicit knowledge gained from a text. 
● Determine which piece(s) of explicit and implicit textual evidence will support my 

analysis of the text. 

 

POWER STANDARD: RI.6.2 

 
Determine 

 
 
 
 

Provide 

 
● Central idea of the text 

conveyed through particular 
details 

 
 
● Summary of text  

 
2 
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o distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments 

 

2 

Students Know: 

● That the central idea of a text is the overall message. 
● That details in a text contribute to its central idea. 
● That a summary includes the author, title, and a description of the main ideas of 

a text distinct from personal opinions and judgments. 

Students Can: 

● Determine the central idea of a text based on the details. 
● Explain which details support the central idea. 
● Identify the main ideas of a text and use them in a summary. 
● Differentiate between summary and opinions/judgments. 
● Provide an objective summary of a text. 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.6.2 

 
Write 

 
 

Examine 
 

Convey 
 

Select 
Organize 
Analyze 

 
● Informative/explanatory texts 

 
 

● Topics 
 

● Ideas, concepts, information 
 
 
 

● Relevant content 

 
 

 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

2,3 

Students Know: 

● Informative text structures (e.g, problem/solution, cause/effect, sequential). 
● Explanatory text structures (e.g., description or definition with causes, motives, or 

reasons). 
● Relevant content supports or explains a topic. 
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Students Can: 

● Determine the organizational structure that is most appropriate for the topic and 
purpose.  

● Organize ideas, new information, and prior knowledge to clearly explain the 
topic.  

● Analyze relevant content. 

 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.6.2a 

Introduce 
 
Organize 

 
 

Use  
 
 
 
 
 

Include  

● Topic 
 

● Ideas, concepts, information 
 

● Strategies 
o Definition 
o Classification 
o Comparison/contrast 
o Cause/effect 

 
● Formatting 

 
 
 
 

2 

Students Know: 

● A topic is a general category or class of ideas.  
● Informational formatting.  
● Types of graphics is used in informational text.  
● Multimedia is a form of information that aids comprehension of text.  
● How to introduce a topic clearly and concisely.  

Students Can: 

● Determine which text structure to use to effectively organize ideas, concepts, and 
information. 

● Determine when to include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia to aid comprehension. 
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POWER STANDARD: W.6.2b 

Develop 
 

 

● topic with: 
o facts 
o definitions 
o concrete details 
o quotations 
o other information/examples 

 
 
 

3 

Students Know: 

● That informative and explanatory texts are composed of relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples.  

● How to accurately cite information.  
● The difference between quoting information and paraphrasing information. 

Students Can: 

● Determine when facts, quotes, details, and examples are relevant to a topic. 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

cite 
textual evidence 
analysis/analyze 
inference 
central idea 
objective summary 
informative 
explanatory 
convey 
relevant 
definition 
classification 
compare/contrast 
cause/effect 
formatting 
concrete details 
quotations 

illustrate 
elaborate 
point of view 
author’s purpose 
literary nonfiction 
collaborate 
collegial discussion 
paraphrasing 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

How do readers construct meaning from 
text? 
 
 
 
How can a reader determine the central 
idea of a text? 
 
 
How can a writer create an effective 
informative/explanatory text? 

 
 

Good readers use a variety of strategies to 
interact in order to discover both explicit 
and implicit meaning.  

 
 
Readers can determine central ideas of 
text by analyzing important details. 
 
 
Writers can create effective 
informative/explanatory texts by carefully 
examining a topic and conveying ideas 
through selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 

 

District Assessments 
 

 
 

Unit 2 Pre-Assessment 
 
 

 
ELA Grade 6 Common Assessment  

    
(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Engaging Learning Scenario 

 
 
Here’s your chance of a lifetime! Producers from the Travel Channel want to create a 
travel show that will appeal to the younger generation. They are looking for students to 
produce and host the episodes. To apply, all you have to do is create a travel report 
about a journey to the country of your choice. A secret panel of guest judges will 
decide the winners. Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 
 

Task 1:  Create Country Graphic Organizer 
Read three short texts about three different countries to which you would like to travel and 
complete a graphic organizer to capture details about each country. Write an objective 
summary of each text. 
 
Task 2:  Compose a Travel Poem or Song  
Using the details from your graphic organizer and additional reading, compose a song or 
poem that introduces the country and conveys ideas and information about it. 
 
Task 3:  Create a Multimedia Presentation (Select one country) 
Using the information from the graphic organizer and additional reading, create a multimedia 

presentation about the country. 

Task 4:  Write a Travel Report 
Write a travel report that details a journey throughout your selected country. You will submit 
your finished product to the secret panel of judges. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards:  RI.6.1, RI.6.2 
 
Task 1 Detailed: 
 
Create Country Graphic Organizer - Think about what places in the world interest you the 
most. Read three short texts about three different countries that you find fascinating and 
complete a graphic organizer for each one, capturing interesting details about each country. 
Then, write an objective summary of each text. 
 

● Use the internet and or other sources to find three reliable texts about different 
countries.  

● As you read each text, mark it up or take notes to show what ideas you think are 
important, surprising, or confusing. 

● Use a web or other graphic organizer to collect the ideas. 
● Write an objective summary of each of the three texts. 

 
 

 
Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 
 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 
 

 Submits a written 
comparison of 
two of the 
countries based 
on information in 
the texts. 

 

 Submits 
three 
marked-up 
texts or 
notes, each 
about a 
different 
country.   

 Submits 
three graphic 
organizers 
that display 
ideas about 
each of the 
countries in 

 Meets _2__ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_2_ of the “Proficient” 
criteria 
 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 
 Comments: 
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the texts. 
 Submits an 

objective 
summary of 
each text. 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards – Proficient   

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related  Standards 
Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1, 6-8.2 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 
task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.6.2    
Additional Standards: SL.6.2 
 
Task 2 Detailed: 
Compose a Travel Poem or Song – Select one of the countries from Task #1. Read at 
least one additional text about that country. Add any relevant details to your original 
graphic organizer. Compose a song or poem that introduces a country and conveys ideas 
and information about it. 
 

● Select one country from the three you researched for Task #1. 
● Read one additional text about that country. Add relevant details to your original 

graphic organizer. 
● Use the information from your graphic organizer and additional research to 

compose a song or poem about the country.  
● The poem/song will include relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and examples. 
● Include information about the geography and culture of the country. 
● Include at least one word or phrase in the official language of the country. 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

 
 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Uses precise 
language or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary 

 Illustrates the 
poem or song 

 Writes a song or 
poem about a 
specific country. 

 The poem or 
song includes at 
least three of the 
following: 
o facts 

 Meets _3__ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_3_ of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
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with a relevant 
image. 

 

o definitions 
o concrete 

details 
o quotations 
o other 

information 
and 
examples.  

 The poem or 
song includes 
accurate ideas 
about the 
geography and 
culture of the 
country. 

 The poem or 
song includes 
one word or 
phrase in the 
official language 
of the country. 

 Graphic 
organizer 
reflects 
additional 
reading about 
the country. 

 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards – Proficient  

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 
Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1, 6-8.2 
Visual & Performing Arts: 1.3.8.B2 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

Power Standards: W.6.2a, W.6.2b 
Additional Standards: W.6.2f 
 
Task 3 Detailed: 
Create a multimedia presentation that examines the country you have chosen. You may use 
Power Point, Prezi, video, or any other media approved by your teacher. 

● Organize the ideas and information you have collected to determine what strategies 
you will use to present them: definition, classification, compare/contrast, cause/effect. 

● Include ideas about the geography and culture of the country, as well as tourist 
attractions. 

●  Use formatting, graphics, and other visual elements to assist in audience 
comprehension. 

● Include relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information in your 
presentation. 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Presentation 
incorporates 
appropriate audio 
elements to 
enhance 
audience 
comprehension 

 

  Creates a 
multimedia 
presentation 
that examines 
a selected 
country. 

Presentation 
includes: 
 Specific 

strategies to 
organize 
ideas and 
information: 
definition, 
classification, 
compare/contr
ast, 
cause/effect, 
etc.  

 Ideas about: 
geography, 
culture, tourist 
attractions 

 Formatting, 
graphics, 
and/or other 
visual 
elements to 
enhance 
audience 
comprehensio
n of the topic. 

 Facts, 
definitions, 
concrete 

 Creates a 
multimedia 
presentation that 
examines a 
selected country 
 

 Meets __3_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria for the 
presentation 

 

 Creates a 
multimedia 
presentation that 
examines a 
selected country. 
 

 Meets fewer than 
_3_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
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details, 
quotations, or 
other 
information or 
examples 

 A conclusion 
that follows 
from the 
information 
presented 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards – Proficient  

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 
Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1, 6-8.2 
 
Technology: 8.1.8.A.3 
 
 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.6.2a, W.6.2b 
Additional Standards: W.6.2c, W.6.2d, W.6.2e, W6.2f 
 
Task 4 Detailed: Write a Travel Report 
 
Use the writing process to compose a travel report that details a journey throughout your 
selected country. You will submit your finished product to the secret panel of judges. 

● Follow the steps of the Writing Process: plan, draft, confer, revise, edit, publish 
● Gather all information from the graphic organizer, travel poem or song, and 

multimedia presentation, and compose a report that details a journey throughout your 
selected country. 

● Write the report as if you are taking a trip to this country, explaining the important 
concepts and information along the way. 

● The travel report must include the places you would visit along with other details. 
such as the demographics, the geographic location, climate, culture, tourist 
attractions, and other relevant information. 

● Once your travel report is published, it will be submitted to a panel of judges to 
determine if you will produce and host an episode on the Travel Channel. 

 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

 
 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

 uses 
appropriate 
transitions to 
clarify 
relationships 

 uses precise 
language 
and domain-

 submits evidence of the 
writing process (drafts, 
conference notes, etc.) 

 details a journey 
throughout a selected 
country. 

 introduces the topic 
 uses specific strategies to 

organize ideas and 
information 

 includes formatting, 
graphics and/or 

 Meets __6_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria   

 

 .Meets fewer 
than _6_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria   

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
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specific 
vocabulary 

 establishes 
and 
maintains a 
formal style 

 

multimedia to aid 
comprehension 

 develops the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

 provides a concluding 
statement that follows from 
the information presented. 

 Includes all of the 
following: 
 Specific places of 
interest 
 Demographics 
 Geography 
 Climate  
 Culture 
 Tourist attractions 
 
 

 
 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards – Proficient  

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 
Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

 ✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

X❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

X❑ Summarizing and Note Taking 

❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

X❑ Cooperative Learning 

❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

X❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

X❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 
Strategies 
(Additional 
Supports + 

Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 
Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

Shorten academic 
tasks to include just 
the most essential 
information. 
 
Differentiate 
instruction by using 
all levels of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy to ask 
questions and plan 
learning activities. 
Use organizers to 
focus attention and 
increase 
comprehension of 
concepts to be 
learned. 
Provide a different 
program that 
addresses a content 
area or special 
learning need to be 
used in place of an 
existing program or 
approach that has 
resulted in insufficient 
student progress. 

 
 

Ask questions while 
reading to encourage 
deeper investigation 
of concepts. 
 
Suggest possible 
strategies for the 
students to use 
during independent 
practice. 

Model what you teach 
with clear, concise 
steps and processing. 

Continually build 
upon prior instruction. 
 

 

Stop at key points 
when delivering in 
order to determine 
student 
comprehension 
 

Interact frequently 
with the student in 
order to maintain 
involvement with 
class assignments 
 
Provide consistent 
review of any lesson 
before introducing 
new information. 
 
Use Think-Pair-Share 
to give each student 
an opportunity to 
think prior to forming 
a response and to 
allow each student an 
opportunity to share 
ideas. 

 

Simplify the language 
of instruction, not the 
concept being taught. 
Use speech that is 
appropriate for 
students' language 
proficiency. 

Pair with peer 
partners. Cooperative 
learning groups 
provide the ESL 
student with varying 
language and 
learning style 
experiences within 
the content 
classroom. 

Employ gestures for 
added emphasis. 

 
Adjust your speech: 
Speak slowly; 
enunciate; use longer 
natural pauses; 
repeat words or 
phrases; include 
shorter sentences, 
fewer pronouns, and 
simpler syntax. 
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Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

 
. McDougal Littell Literature 6th Grade 
(Yellow) text 

● On-line access to text book 
● Corresponding activities to specific 

text  
           from McDougal Littell activity book 

● Story elements diagram 
 
Suggested texts for this unit: 
 
Poetry 
“Night Journey” by Theodore Roethke, page 
584 
 
 
Reading for Information: 
 
“A Long Hard Journey: The Story of the 
Pullman Porter” - page 588-592 
 
“Over the Top of the World” – page 780-784 
 
 
Writing Workshop 
Research Report, page 954-969 
(includes guidance on multimedia reports on 
page 969) 
 

 
National Geographic Kids – use the search 
bar to find fast facts and short articles about 
various countries. 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/  
 
Wikitravel – Enter the country name in the 
search window to find summaries of 
geography, history, politics, and culture of 
each country. 
https://wikitravel.org  
 
Students of the World – search for facts on 
geography, climate, population, economy 
http://www.studentsoftheworld.info/ 

 

Lesson Suggestions 
 

 
● Guide students in using information to write a poem. See the activity on page 593 in 

the McDougal Littell Literature text. 
● Provide students access to the text—via tablet or photocopy—so they can annotate it 

as directed. 
● Model close reading for students by thinking aloud as you go through the text with 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/
https://wikitravel.org/
http://www.studentsoftheworld.info/
http://www.studentsoftheworld.info/
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them or displaying your annotations on a tablet via an LCD projector; show them how 
to examine a text by scrutinizing its words, sentence structures, or any other details 
needed to understand its explicit meaning. 

● Pose questions—about words, actions, or details—that require students to look closely 
at the text for answers. 

● Offer students an example of what it means to read explicitly and support your 
inferences with evidence; then tell them what a passage explicitly says, and ask them 
to find evidence inside the text to support their statement about its meaning. 

● Give students several pieces of evidence and ask them to determine what explicit idea 
in the text the evidence supports. 

● Show students how you would choose evidence from the text to support your 
inference; discuss with them the questions you would ask to arrive at that selection. 

● Think aloud (with your guidance) about the process and how they make such 
inferences, and then have students find and use evidence to support their inferences. 

● Have students consider what hints the title, subheadings, bold words, graphics, 
images, or captions offer to the central ideas. 

● Complete a think-aloud with students when working with new or complex texts to 
model the questions you ask and mental moves you make as an experienced reader of 
this type of text to make sense of it. 

● Use a graphic organizer (e.g., one with two or more columns) to jot down the details 
related to each key theme, looking for patterns across the columns as you go. 

● Have students monitor the author’s diction and tone as they are applied to the central 
idea(s) over the course of the text to note when, how, and why they change. 

● Develop with students a continuum of importance to help them learn to evaluate which 
details are most important to include in a summary. 

● Clarify the difference between objective and subjective by giving examples of each 
about a different but similar text before they attempt to write an “objective summary” of 
other texts. 

● Have students study models of effective (and ineffective) summaries. 
● Show students a range of examples—from students, professional writers, or even 

yourself—so they see what it is that you want them to do and get a sense of what they 
should include. 

● Discuss the contents, conventions, and other elements of the type of 
informational/explanatory text you want them to write. 

● Give students a copy of a sample text and, if possible, display it on a screen so you 
can annotate portions of it while discussing the writer’s decisions and the text’s 
relevant features. 

● Offer direct instruction to the whole class or a smaller group of students who need to 
learn how to use graphic and multimedia features of the word processor or other 
software applications. 

● Give students samples that show them different types of graphs, tables, and other 
options they might consider when incorporating information or data into their papers. 
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● Use sentence stems or templates from a book such as They Say/I Say (by Graff and 
Birkenstein) to teach students how to introduce or frame a quotation and then 
comment on the meaning or importance of that quotation. 

● Generate with students or provide them a list of transition words and phrases specific 
to the type of writing they are doing (e.g., cause-effect, compare-contrast). 

● Have students go through their papers once they have a complete draft and highlight 
the first six words of each sentence; then they can evaluate existing transitions and 
add others where they would improve clarity and cohesion. 

● Direct students to circle any words in their papers that are abstract, too general, or 
otherwise ineffective; then have them generate words that could replace weaker words 
or phrases. 

● Establish for the class the proper tone, format, and other genre conventions for the 
type of discipline-specific writing assigned. 

● Break the writing process into stages, providing students with examples and instruction 
at each stage before moving on to the next to ensure they understand and are doing 
the work correctly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  Burke, Jim. The Common Core Companion: the Standards Decoded, Grades 6-8  - What They 

Say, What They Mean, How to Teach Them. Corwin, 2013. Print.  

 
 

 

 


